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The Moana Taka Partnership Charter 
 
 
The China Navigation Company Ltd. (CNCo) / Swire Shipping Agencies (SSA), and 
The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)1 based in 
Apia, Samoa, have entered into an agreement, “The Moana Taka Partnership” (MTP)2, 
seeking to work together to reduce the various waste streams collecting in the Pacific 
Islands Countries and Territories (PICT). 
 
CNCo will provide the shipping container/s3  to load the waste stream, free (subject to 
pick up and return, in clean state, within normal commercial timings), and will provide 
free shipment of the container/s between relevant ports, on a “FIO”4 basis. SPREP 
will be assisting to administer the scheme.  
 
This Charter details how the MTP operates. 
 
 
1 Eligible Countries and Territories 
 

All countries and territories that have Member status of the SPREP are eligible 
to request pro bono shipment of their waste streams from their countries under 
the MTP. 

 
2 Eligible cargoes 
 

The MTP’s current intent is to concentrate on moving the following two types of 
cargoes: 

 
2.1 Waste Cargoes that are BOTH hazardous AND non-commercial 

 
2.1.1 Hazardous Cargoes are those covered by the Waigani (and Basel Convention, 

which it largely mirrors) Convention (to “Ban the Importation into Forum Island 
Countries of Hazardous and Radioactive Wastes and to Control the Trans-
boundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South 
Pacific Region”). The Convention covers toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, 
flammable, eco-toxic, infectious and radioactive wastes. 

 
This explicitly includes, amongst many others, listed in Annex I and II 
Waste stream Y8:  Waste mineral oils unfit for their originally intended use. 
Waste Stream Y9: Waste oils/water, hydrocarbons/water mixtures, emulsions. 
Waste Stream Y11: Waste tarry residues arising from refining, distillation and 
any pyrolytic treatment. [i.e. it would include waste sludge] 

                                                             
1 see https://www.sprep.org/about-us 
2 see press release at http://www.swireshipping.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1495:joint-news-release-
moana-taka-partnership-unfolds-exciting-recycling-facilities-for-the-pacific-islands&catid=2&Itemid=27  
3 this may be a standard 20 or 40 foot container, depending on availability or need 
4 FIO: “Free In and Out”: The waste cargo owners have the responsibility and liability to pay all the costs of delivering the cargo, 
in the container, free alongside at the port of loading and then loading the cargo on the ship. The consignees have the 
responsibility and liability to discharge the waste cargo container from the ship and to take delivery from alongside at the port of 

destination, and to return the container, clean, to Swire, in each case free of charge to the vessel.  

https://www.sprep.org/about-us
http://www.swireshipping.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1495:joint-news-release-moana-taka-partnership-unfolds-exciting-recycling-facilities-for-the-pacific-islands&catid=2&Itemid=27
http://www.swireshipping.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1495:joint-news-release-moana-taka-partnership-unfolds-exciting-recycling-facilities-for-the-pacific-islands&catid=2&Itemid=27
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Waste Stream Y13: Wastes from production, formulation and use of resins, 
latex, plasticisers, and glues/adhesives. [i.e. includes plastics which are eco-
toxic]. 

 
2.1.2 “Non-commercial waste cargoes” are defined by this Charter as “those waste 

cargoes that would not otherwise have been shipped from an Eligible Country 
or Territory without the assistance of this Moana Taka Partnership, generally 
as the cost of container/s hire and/or shipping would be close to or greater than 
the value of the cargo”, viz. destroying value.  

 
The reverse situation also helps to define these: as waste cargoes that have 
been shipped in the prior two years may justifiably be regarded as 
“commercial”. The explicit intent of this MTP is to avoid subsidising established 
or potential commercial shipments.         

 
 
2.2 Waste Cargoes that are BOTH non-hazardous AND non-commercial  
 

There are also non-hazardous waste streams, whose shipment from eligible 
countries and territories to licensed and competent recycling facilities would 
give benefit to their people and environment but which are non-commercial (as 
defined in 2.1.2 above). This MTP will also consider assisting with the shipment 
of these.      

 
 
3 Ineligible Cargoes 

 
The MTP does not currently intend to sponsor or subsidise any shipment of 
cargoes with a positive commercial value to either the shipper or consignee 
until we have removed all the current hazardous waste streams and/or those 
with no material value in situ from the PICT. This may take a while.  
 
 

4 Process 

 
4.1 The potential Shipper should identify the following data: in “Form A” in Annex 

VIII: 
 

4.1.1 The type of waste stream (using Annex I identifiers in the description); 
4.1.2 The location of the waste stream (in which PICT, and where exactly);  
4.1.3 The quantity of the waste stream (in m3 and metric tonnes if possible); 
4.1.4 The condition (such as cleanliness or contamination) of the waste stream 

(critical from a bio-security point of view for many potential recycling 
destinations); 

4.1.5 The current owner of the waste stream; 
4.1.6 The name and location of any competent AND licensed AND willing AND 

suitable waste stream recycler/s, (if known). If the shipper does not know 
of a suitable buyer / waste reception facility, SPREP will assist with this; 

4.1.7 The urgency or earliest/latest timescale for removal of the waste stream 
from its current location. 
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4.1.8 A statement from the shipper that:  
“It is warranted that,  
1) but for any MTP subsidy, the proposed waste cargo would not be 

economically viable to ship,  
and that  

2) to the best of my knowledge this type of waste cargo has not been 
shipped commercially during the prior 2 years” 

 
4.2 The shipper then sends this data on Form A to the SPREP Pollution Adviser 

and MTP Project Administrator, Mr. Anthony Talouli, Phone +685 21929 Ext 

243, Fax +685 20231 Email: anthonyt@sprep.org, cc fijimedia@swirecnco.com 
 
4.3 SPREP will evaluate all “bids” for shipments, and in particular the optimal 

recycling destination/s in the Asia Pacific region for the waste streams in 
question. SPREP will then co-ordinate with CNCo to identify the most viable 
shipping route and schedule.  

 
 Please note clearly the following: 
 

4.3.1 Please do not assume that pro bono shipments of everything are now 
possible from everywhere, to everywhere. The potential port/s of 
destination for any waste shipment are at the sole determination of 
CNCo. This will be based on its own shipping schedules, and necessary 
space available, and the location of suitable empty containers at any 
time.  

 
4.3.2 It is very unlikely that destination ports outside the APAC region and/or 

outside the CNCo (or other later joining shipping company members’) 
shipping schedule routes can be considered. Shippers specifying 
“preferred destinations” are likely to be disappointed, so are advised to 
avoid doing this.  

   
4.3.3 Also note that the MTP cannot initially accommodate transhipment 

between our current trade routes.   
 
4.3.4 It may be that some waste streams cannot be shipped at all to a suitable 

destination. 
 
4.3.5 It may be that some waste streams cannot be shipped for some time. 
 
4.3.6 We hope that other shipping line/s will join this MTP in due course; this 

will obviously increase the availability of potential shipments and 
schedules. 

 
4.4 Once the ports of departure and arrival are identified for any waste stream 

relocation, SPREP, acting now as the Waigani Convention Secretariat as well 
as the Pacific Basel Centre will assist all parties with obtaining any necessary 
Convention Waiver to ship the specified waste stream between the agreed two 
ports/territories. No shipment activity should be commenced until this step is 
complete. 

file:///C:/Data/CNCO%20Environment/Moana%20Taka%20Partnership/anthonyt@sprep.org
mailto:fijimedia@swirecnco.com
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5 Shipper’s Liability and Responsibilities 

 
5.1 It is required that the Shipper of an MTP accepted waste stream shipment 

appoints a competent, locally registered shipping agency (such as, but by no 
means limited to, the local Swire Shipping Agency if there is one) to arrange all 
the loading logistics, as detailed below, and accepts liability and responsibility 
for these, for the shipment. This is to ensure that there is good liaison between 
the waste shipper, SPREP, the container owner, and CNCo as the ship owner 
for the following activities: 

 
5.1.1 Collection of the empty MTP container/s from the exporting port shipping 

depot at the appropriate time5; 
5.1.2 Loading the MTP container/s with the waste stream; 
5.1.3 Obtaining any necessary Biosecurity Clearance Certificate to 

demonstrate cleanliness of the cargo and permit unloading and 
discharge at the Port of Delivery;  

5.1.4 Delivering the MTP container/s to the quay for loading on the appointed 
ship at the appropriate time; 

5.1.5 Loading the MTP container/s on the appointed ship; 
5.1.6 Lashing the MTP container/s on the ship, if required; 
5.1.7 Generating the Bill of Lading (the Shipping Agency will usually help with 

this); 
5.1.8 Obtaining the relevant Waigani/Basel Convention Waiver (the SPREP 

Secretariat will usually help with this). 
 
 
6 Ship Owner’s Liability and Responsibilities 

 
6.1 CNCo will then carry the MTP container/s, free of charge to the shipper, to the 

prior agreed, specified, port of destination  
 
 
7 Consignee’s Liability and Responsibilities 

 
7.1 It is required that the Consignee of an MTP accepted waste stream shipment 

appoints a competent, locally registered shipping agency (such as, but by no 
means limited to, the local Swire Shipping Agency if there is one) to arrange all 
the unloading logistics at the importing port for the shipment, as detailed below, 
and accepts liability and responsibility for these. This is again to ensure that 
there is good liaison between the waste shipper, SPREP, the container owner, 
and CNCo as the ship owner for the following activities: 

 
7.1.1 Un-lashing the MTP container/s on the ship, if required, at the import 

port;  
7.1.2 Discharging the MTP container/s with the waste stream; 

                                                             
5 Note that each container is provided with a specified free time for loading. If the container is retained in 
excess of this period then a “detention” fee becomes payable for which the shipper will be liable. 
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7.1.3 Delivering the MTP container/s to the waste recycling facility for 
unloading as agreed with the facility;  

7.1.4 Cleaning the empty MTP container/s to an acceptable level, post 
discharge of contents, if required; 

7.1.5 Return of the empty MTP container/s to the relevant departure port 
shipping depot, within the specified free time6. 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

                                                             
6 Note that each container is provided with a specified free time for unloading. If the container is retained in 
excess of this period, then a “detention” fee becomes payable for which the consignee will be liable. 
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ANNEX I 
 
CATEGORIES OF WASTES WHICH ARE HAZARDOUS WASTES 
 
Wastes Streams: 
Y1 :  Clinical wastes from medical care in hospitals, medical centres and clinics. 
Y2 :  Wastes from the production and preparation of pharmaceutical products. 
Y3 :  Waste pharmaceuticals, drugs and medicines. 
Y4 : Wastes from the production, formulation and use of biocides and Phyto-

pharmaceuticals. 
Y5 :  Wastes from the manufacture, formulation and use of wood preserving 

chemicals. 
Y6 :  Wastes from the production, formulation and use of organic solvents. 
Y7 :  Wastes from heat treatment and tempering operations containing cyanides. 
Y8 :  Waste mineral oils unfit for their originally intended use. 
Y9 :  Waste oils/water, hydrocarbons/water mixtures, emulsions. 
Y10 :  Waste substances and articles containing or contaminated with polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs) and/or Poly Chlorinated Terphenyls (PCTs) and/or Poly 
Brominated Biphenyls (PBBs). 

Y11 :  Waste tarry residues arising from refining, distillation and any pyrolytic
 treatment. 
Y12 :  Wastes from production, formulation and use of inks, dyes, pigments, paints, 

lacquers, varnish. 
Y13 :  Wastes from production, formulation and use of resins, latex, plasticisers, 

glues/adhesives. 
Y14 : Waste chemical substances arising from research and development or 

teaching activities which are not identified and/or are new and whose effects on 
human health and/or the environment are not known. 

Y15 :  Wastes of an explosive nature not subject to other legislation. 
Y16 : Wastes from production, formulation and use of photographic chemicals and 
 processing materials. 
Y17 :  Wastes resulting from surface treatment of metals and plastics. 
Y18 :  Residues arising from industrial waste disposal operations. 
Y46 :  Wastes collected from households, including sewage and sewage sludge, with 

the exception of clean sorted recyclable wastes which do not possess any of 
the hazardous characteristics defined in Annex II. 

Y47 :  Residues arising from the incineration of household wastes. 
 
 
Wastes having as constituents: 

 
Y19 :  Metal carbonyls. 
Y20 :  Beryllium; beryllium compounds. 
Y21 :  Hexavalent chromium compounds. 
Y22 :  Copper compounds. 
Y23 :  Zinc compounds. 
Y24 :  Arsenic; arsenic compounds. 
Y25 :  Selenium; selenium compounds. 
Y26 :  Cadmium; cadmium compounds. 
Y27 :  Antimony; antimony compounds. 
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Y28 :  Tellurium; tellurium compounds. 
Y29 : Mercury; mercury compounds. 
Y30 :  Thallium; thallium compounds. 
Y31 :  Lead; lead compounds. 
Y32 :  Inorganic fluorine compounds excluding calcium fluoride. 
Y33 :  Inorganic cyanides. 
Y34 :  Acidic solutions or acids in solid form. 
Y35 :  Basic solutions or bases in solid form. 
Y36 :  Asbestos (dust and fibres). 
Y37 :  Organic phosphorus compounds. 
Y38 :  Organic cyanides. 
Y39 :  Phenols; phenol compounds including chloro-phenols. 
Y40 :  Ethers. 
Y41 :  Halogenated organic solvents. 
Y42 : Organic solvents excluding halogenated solvents. 
Y43 :  Any congenor of polychlorinated di-benzo-furan. 
Y44 :  Any congenor of polychlorinated di-benzo-p-dioxin. 
Y45 :  Organo-halogen compounds other than substances referred to in this Annex 

(e.g. Y39, Y41, Y42, Y43, Y44). 
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ANNEX II 
 
LIST OF HAZARDOUS CHARACTERISTICS 
 
UN CLASS* CODE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
H1  Explosive 

An explosive substance or waste is a solid or liquid substance or waste (or 
mixture of substances or wastes) which is in itself capable by chemical reaction 
of producing gas at such a temperature and pressure and at such speed as to 
cause damage to the surroundings. 
 

H3  Flammable liquids 
The word “flammable” has the same meaning as “inflammable”. Flammable 
liquids are liquids, or mixtures of liquids, or liquids containing solids in solution 
or suspension (for example, paints, varnishes, lacquers, etc., but not including 
substances or wastes otherwise classified on account of their dangerous 
characteristics) which give off a flammable vapour at temperatures of not more 
than 60.5 degrees C, closed-cup test, or not more than 65.6 degrees C, open-
cup test. (Since the results of open-cup tests and of closed-cup tests are not 
strictly comparable and even individual results by the same test are often 
variable, regulations varying from the above figures to make allowance for such 
differences would be within the spirit of this definition). 
 

H4.1  Flammable solids 
Solids, or waste solids, other than those classed as explosives, which under 
conditions encountered in transport are readily combustible, or may cause or 
contribute to fire through friction. 

 
H4.2  Substances or wastes liable to spontaneous combustion 

Substances or wastes which are liable to spontaneous heating under normal 
conditions encountered in transport, or to heating up on contact with air, and 
being then liable to catch fire. 

 
H4.3  Substances or wastes which, in contact with water, emit flammable gases 

Substances or wastes which, by interaction with water, are liable to become 
spontaneously flammable or to give off flammable gases in dangerous 
quantities. 

 
H5.1  Oxidising 

Substances or wastes which, while in themselves not necessarily combustible, 
may, generally by yielding oxygen cause, or contribute to, the combustion of 
other materials. 
 

H5.2  Organic peroxides 
Organic substances or wastes which contain the bivalent-O-O-structure are 

 thermally unstable substances which may undergo exothermic self-
 accelerating decomposition. 
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H6.1  Poisonous (Acute) 
Substances or wastes liable either to cause death or serious injury or to harm 
human health if swallowed or inhaled or by skin contact. 

 
H6.2  Infectious substances 

Substances or wastes containing viable micro-organisms or their toxins which 
are known or suspected to cause disease in animals or humans. 
 

H8  Corrosives 
Substances or wastes which, by chemical action, will cause severe damage 

 when in contact with living tissue, or in the case of leakage, will materially 
 damage, or even destroy, other goods or the means of transport; they may 
 also cause other hazards. 

 
H10  Liberation of toxic gases in contact with air or water 

Substances or wastes which, by interaction with air or water, are liable to give 
off toxic gases in dangerous quantities. 

 
H11  Toxic (Delayed or chronic) 

Substances or wastes which, if they are inhaled or ingested or if they penetrate 
the skin, may involve delayed or chronic effects, including carcinogenicity. 

 
H12  Ecotoxic 

Substances or wastes which, if released, present or may present immediate or 
delayed adverse impacts to the environment by means of bioaccumulation 
and/or toxic effects upon biotic systems. 
 

H13  Capable, by any means, after disposal, of yielding another material, e.g. 

leachate, which possesses any of the characteristics listed above. 
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ANNEX III 
 
LIST OF SPREP MEMBERS 

 American Samoa  Australia*  Cook Islands 

 Federated States of 
Micronesia 

 Fiji  France* 

 French Polynesia  Guam  Kiribati 

 Marshall Islands  Nauru  New Caledonia 

 New Zealand*  Niue 
 Northern Mariana 

Islands 

 Palau  Papua New Guinea  Samoa 

 Solomon Islands  Tokelau  Tonga 

 Tuvalu  United Kingdom*  United States* 

 Vanuatu  Wallis and Futuna  

* developed countries with direct interests in the region 
 
LIST OF PIF MEMBERS 

MEMBER STATES 

 Australia  Cook Islands 
 Federated States of 

Micronesia 

 Fiji  French Polynesia  Kiribati 

 Marshall Islands  Nauru  New Caledonia 

 New Zealand  Niue  Palau 

 Papua New Guinea  Samoa  Solomon Islands 

 Tonga  Tuvalu  Vanuatu 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

 Tokelau   

OBSERVERS 

 American Samoa  Guam 
 Northern Mariana 

Islands 

 Timor-Leste  Wallis and Futuna  
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ANNEX IV 
 
LIST OF WAIGANI CONVENTION RATIFIERS/ SIGNERS 

 Australia  Cook Islands 
 Federated States of 

Micronesia 

 Fiji  Kiribati  Nauru 

 New Zealand  Niue  Palau 

 Papua New Guinea  Samoa  Solomon Islands 

 Tonga  Tuvalu  Vanuatu 

 
LIST OF BASEL CONVENTION RATIFIERS/ ACCEPTORS/ APPROVERS/ 
ACCESSORS (APAC AND PACIFIC ISLANDS COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES 
ONLY) 

 Australia  Bangladesh  Bhutan 

 Cambodia  China  Cook Islands 

 Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea 

 Federated States of 
Micronesia 

 India 

 Indonesia  Japan  Kiribati 

 Lao People's 
Democratic Republic 

 Malaysia  Maldives 

 Marshall Islands  Mongolia  Myanmar 

 Nauru    Nepal  New Zealand 

 Pakistan  Palau  Papua New Guinea 

 Philippines  Republic of Korea  Russian Federation 

 Samoa  Singapore  Sri Lanka 

 Thailand  Tonga  Vietnam 
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ANNEX V 
 
VALUE OF WASTE 

 Waste Categories 

Potentially Higher 
Value items 

Ferrous/ Scrap metals 

Aluminium cans 

Steel cans 

Used Lead Acid Batteries (ULABs) 

Potentially Lower 
Value items 

PET bottles 

Cardboards/ paper 

Glass bottles 

Used Oil 

E-waste 

Tyres 

Lithium batteries 

End of Life renewable energy equipment, eg. solar panels, 
inverters 

Legacy waste Asbestos 

Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) 
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ANNEX VI 
 
DECISION-MAKING FLOWCHART TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY FOR WASTE STREAM SHIPMENT 
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ANNEX VII 
 
PROCESS FLOWCHART FOR SPREP 
*Assumptions: (1) The waste is an eligible waste stream; and (2) The exporting state is a member of SPREP and/or PIF. 
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Annex VIII 

Form A 
 
This form is to be filled up by a potential shipper if: 

1 The exporting country of the potential shipper is a member of SPREP and/or PIF 
(please refer to Annex III of the MTP charter). 

2 The waste stream is eligible for shipment (please refer to Annex VI of the MTP charter 
to determine eligibility). 

 
* Mandatory fields 
1   Shipper’s Particulars 

Name of shipper*  
Contact number(s)* (O) (HP) 

Email address*  

Exporting state*  
Which organisation is your (exporting) 
state a part of?* 

□ SPREP 
□ PIF 

Is your state a ratifier of either the Basel 
or Waigani Conventions?* 

□ Yes 
□ No 

If yes, which convention?* 
□ Basel Convention 
□ Waigani Convention 

 
 

2   Waste Stream Details 

Type of waste stream (refer to Annex I)*  

Hazardous characteristics of waste 
stream (refer to Annex II)* 

 

Value of waste stream (refer to Annex V)*  
Current location of the waste stream*  

Quantity of the waste stream* m3 metric tonnes 
Condition / cleanliness of the waste 
stream* 

 

Owner of the waste stream 

Name of owner*  

Contact number(s) of owner* (O) (HP) 
Email address*  

Is there a timescale for removal of the 
waste stream from its current location? 

□ Yes 
□ No 

If yes, please indicate the earliest or 
latest timescale. 

 

 

3   Waste Stream Recyclers (if known) 

Please fill this section if you are aware of any waste stream recyclers that are: 
(1) competent,   and 
(2) licensed,      and 
(3) willing,         and 
(4) suitable. 

Name of recycling organisation  
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Importing state in which recycling 
organisation is located 

 

Location of recycling organisation  

Contact details of recycling organisation 

Name of organisation and contact  

Contact number(s) (O) (HP) 
Email address  

Is the recycling organisation aware that 
you would like to recycle the waste 
stream at their location? 

□ Yes 
□ No 

 
4   Consignee Details 

Name of consignee*  
Contact number(s)* (O) (HP) 

Email address*  

Name of consignee’s organisation*  

 
Warranty Statement by Shipper 
 
ñIt is warranted that:  

1 but for any MTP subsidy, the proposed waste cargo would not be 
economically viable to ship, 
and that  

2 to the best of my knowledge this type of waste cargo has not been shipped 
commercially during the prior 2 yearsò 
 
Submitted by:         ____________________ 

 
Date of submission: ____________________ 

 
Please submit this form to the SPREP Pollution Adviser and MTP Project Administrator, Mr. 
Anthony Talouli, Phone +685 21929 Ext 243, Fax +685 20231, Email: anthonyt@sprep.org, 
cc  fijimedia@swirecnco.com 
 
Your bid for shipment will be evaluated by SPREP to confirm the eligibility of the waste stream 
for shipment and identifying the optimal recycling destination in the Asia Pacific region. 
 
By filling up this form, you acknowledge to have read and understood the following: 

1 The potential port/s of destination for any waste shipment are at the sole determination 
of CNCo, which will be based on its own shipping schedule, and necessary space 
available, and the location of suitable empty containers at any time. 

2 Shippers are advised to avoid specifying “preferred destinations” as destination ports 
outside the APAC region and/or outside the CNCo shipping schedule routes are very 
unlikely to be considered. 

3 It may be that some waste streams cannot be shipped at all to a suitable destination. 
4 It may be that some waste streams cannot be shipped for some time. 
5 If the waste stream is accepted for shipment under the MTP, the shipper is required 

to liaise with the local CNCo Swire Shipping agency to arrange all the loading 
logistics, and accepts liability and responsibility for these, for the shipment. 

mailto:anthonyt@sprep.org
mailto:fijimedia@swirecnco.com

